
Aloha East Honolulu Neighbors,

Welcome to another new year and new legislative session. While 
the COVID pandemic is far from over, the world is much different 
from one year ago. Federal aid and growing tax collections have 
dramatically strengthened the State’s budget picture. Society has 
adapted to remote work and working from home. It’s clear that the 
state’s economic pillar, tourism, will come roaring back the moment 
the pandemic permits.

But our state’s biggest challenge, the housing shortage, is now worse 
than ever. In three of our four counties, median house prices have 
topped $1 million. The state has lost population for four straight years 
now due to impossibly high housing prices. Since I became chair of the 
Housing Committee in 2019, Band-Aids are all that the Legislature 
has passed to address the issue. Unless someone stands up and takes 
direct responsibility to build 100,000 homes and identifies the specific 
locations, housing prices will continue to skyrocket and local people 
will continue to move out of state.

ALOHA Homes is our potential solution to the housing shortage.  
This year we’re proposing a bill that takes into account all the feedback 
we received last year and years past, and we are hopeful that our efforts 
will succeed.

Additionally, we’re introducing bills on important topics like mental 
health screenings, criminalizing catalytic converter theft, and 
establishing a continuous legislative session to make the Legislature  
as accessible as possible to the public.

It’s not too late for you to submit your ideas for bills for the Legislature 
to consider, or to provide your input on any other community issue. 
Please reach out to me ASAP at senchang@capitol.hawaii.gov or  
808-586-8420, and we’ll work together.

All the best for a healthy, productive, and happy 2022.

 
Stanley Chang
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State Pothole Hotline
808-586-7852

City Pothole Hotline
808-768-7777

State Homelessness 
gov.homelessness@hawaii.gov

808-586-0193

City Homelessness 
complaints@honolulu.gov

808-768-4381

Abandoned Vehicles
808-733-2530

Building Permits
808-768-8000

Trash Collection
808-768-3200

Street Light Repair
808-768-5300



STRUCTURES ON SUMMIT OF 
DIAMOND HEAD DEMOLISHED IN 
NOVEMBER by Clara Ontal

Diamond Head State Monument demolition, 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, Tuesday, November 2, 2021 
(Courtesy: DLNR and KHON2)

The Department of Land and Natural Resources is 
currently removing two structures from the top of 
Diamond Head crater.

The Diamond Head State Monument was closed 
for demolition on October 28–29, November 1–5, 
and had partial closure on November 6-19. On 
November 2, the DLNR removed the top portion of 
one of the structures.

Diamond Head (Le‘ahi) 
is recognized for its 
hiking trail, coastal views, 
and military history. Its 

hiking trail has an elevation of 200 feet from the 
crater’s flow. The trail was built in 1908 for coastal 
defense, with additional structures and features 
added throughout the first half of the 20th century.

The two structures were built sometime between 
the end of WWII and the early 1950’s, but were not 
a part of the original Fire Control Station system 
that was built at the summit between 1908–1910 
for the function of plotting artillery firing directions. 
DLNR is demolishing them in hopes of returning 
Diamond Head to its more natural profile.

On October 28 and 29, a helicopter was used to 
lift heavy bags of concrete and other materials 
to be trucked out for disposal. The tunnel and 

structures that are being taken down 
were subject to concrete spalling, 
which is the flaking or peeling away 
of small particles of cement paste. 
Concrete spalling is a safety hazard, 
so the tunnel is being repaired.

Available Resources for People 
Impacted by Recent Floods
With recent and unpredictable heavy rain weather 
events in the islands, the DLNR Engineering 
Division wants to inform individuals and businesses 
that there are many resources people can choose for 
alerts, tips and overall preparedness.

The Engineering Division is the state agency 
responsible for assisting with the coordination of the 
NFIP (National Flood Insurance Program) between 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and individual counties.

DLNR Engineering’s Wai Halana website has up-
to-date information on Floodplain management and 
Flood Insurance in the state. Clicking on the blog, 
“Resources for Individuals and Business Affected by 
the Kona Low Weather Event,” provides information 
on reporting damages to your county officials, 
information on how to file a flood claim, and other 
mitigation resources.

Additional Resources:

• The State of Hawai‘i, DLNR Engineering 
Division’s National Flood Insurance Program’s 
website: hawaiinfip.org

• The DLNR Flood Hazard Assessment Tool 
(FHAT): gis.hawaiinfip.org/fhat

• DLNR Engineering’s website providing up-to-
date information on Floodplain management and 
Flood Insurance in Hawai‘i: waihalana.hawaii.gov

• Flood Zone Definitions: dlnreng.hawaii.gov/
nfip/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2014/11/Flood-
Zone-Definitions.pdf

• The National Flood Insurance Program website: 
floodsmart.go

IN  T HE  COMMUNI T Y



We recently interviewed Carol Jaxon, one of the 
founding members of the Kamilonui-Mariners 
Cove Firewise community. Carol was a Hawai‘i Kai 
Neighborhood Board member, which is how she 
first learned of the Hawai‘i Wildfire Management 
Organization and was introduced to the Hawai‘i 
Firewise Community certification process.

In 2016, Jaxon was painfully aware of the major 
wildfire problem facing Hawai‘i; 16 wildfires had 
already scorched the back of Kamilonui Valley 
before she was introduced to the idea of establishing 
her community as Firewise. It is evident why Jaxon 
found it important. “When it’s in your own valley, 
and you’re looking at it—it is a lot scarier than 
hearing about it in the news,” she explained.

And the process of becoming a certified Firewise 
community is not difficult. Jaxon said herself it is 
“quite easy.” Jaxon went on to explain the key to 
becoming and maintaining a Firewise Community 
certification is having three to four community 
members take charge and championing the 
transition, getting the word out to their community, 
and working yearly in preventative measure actions 
to stay firewise.

Communities interested in becoming certified 
should contact the Hawai‘i Wildfire Management 
Office (HWMO) office. They provide preventative 
information and training on wildfires. In Mariner’s 

Cove, HWMO analyzed the area surrounding 
the community to identify what areas need to be 
managed and where to reduce fuel for wildfires. 

The back fences 
of people’s 
houses were a 
major fire hazard 
as brush and 
dry vegetation 
accumulated 
near wooden 
fences in Jaxon’s 

community. This is not an uncommon fire hazard 
for Hawai‘i homes. Mariners Cove community 
members with volunteers from Team Rubicon then 
were able to clean brush from behind their houses. 
In addition, the Aloha Aina o Kamilonui Nursery, 
with volunteers from the community, including 
Senator Chang, and volunteers from the Women’s 
Community Correctional Center fashioned a 40-
foot fire break in the back of Kamilonui Valley to 
keep future fires at bay.

Since 2018, 
the established 
Mariner’s 
Cove Firewise 
community has 
pioneered fire 
safety on the 
island of O‘ahu. 
And so far, 

they are the only Firewise Community on O‘ahu. 
Mitigation is safer, less expensive, and more efficient 
than any defensive or after-the-fact measures. 
This is why HWMO is strongly advocating for 
more communities to become certified. Jaxon 
wants others to know how dangerous and serious 
this wildfire epidemic is in Hawai‘i. They spread 
extremely fast and have the ability to envelop entire 
communities. Please take the initiative to establish 
your community as a Firewise Community today.

For the contact information for HWMO go to 
hawaiiwildfire.org.

YOUR CONCERN S

Starting the Kamilonui-Mariners Cove Firewise Community 
By Misa Layne



Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 226
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813
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MOV ING FOR WA RD

From November 16 to November 24, the City & 
County conducted pavement preservation work 
in the Ka‘imukī, Kapahulu, and Kahala areas. 
This preservation work will include the removal 
of striping, applying crack fill, slurry seal, and seal 
coat treatments on streets between Alohea Avenue 
and Leahi Avenue. The workers started on Hinano 
Street, Makini Street, and Kaunaoa Street, which 
branch from Leahi Avenue, then worked upward 
on those streets up to Alohea Avenue. All residents 
impacted by the pavement preservation project were 
advised of street closures, and no parking signs  
were placed.

Pavement preservation is an important step the City 
& County is taking toward extending the life of 
roads. By undergoing pavement preservation, the 
City & County maintains the structure of roads 

so that roads do not deteriorate and require costly 
repairs and rehabilitation. With a consistent upkeep 
of roads from preservation projects, overall there will 
be less road closures and traffic delays from timely 
full-scale road construction. Compared to full-scale 
road construction, pavement preservation uses a 
greater proportion of renewable resources, making 
it a more eco-friendly construction process. Lastly, 
pavement preservation keeps roads in good condition 
for vehicles, so that vehicles do not expend copious 
amounts of gas or require tire and other repairs. 
Short term projects such as pavement preservation 
maintain Hawai‘i’s roads for the long term.

Paving the Way for Road Preservation in District 9 
By Connor Arakaki


